E v Trinity College Dublin
o Colaiste na Triondide, Baile Atha Cliath

The Rise of Authoritarianism | POP88384

Postgraduate Political Science | Module Previews 2025/26

Year 1

ECTS Credits 5

Contact Hours TBC

Pre-requisite Nil

Semester 2

Module Leader & Lecturer Dr Redmond Scales

Contact Email rscales@tcd.ie
Module Outline

This graduate seminar provides an overview of how authoritarian regimes are structured,
how they survive and how they export their influence around the world. We will discuss the
various forms of autocratic regimes and discuss not just their interest in their domestic
affairs, but the affairs of the world. By the end of this course, students will have an
understanding of regime styles and the methods autocrats use to maintain their rule both
domestically and externally.

Module Structure:

This module is of five weeks duration and is worth 5 ECTS credits. The module will be run
as a seminar. That means that everyone is expected to attend every class having
completed the readings, ready to participate. Students are expected to carry the
discussion forward, the course instructor will chair and, where necessary, focus the
debate and pose questions.

Assessment
e Participation -20%
e Presentation -30%
e Essay-50%
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